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			Diane, This last month has been about CONNECTIONS! 
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MEET PAUL (2017) & MACKENZIE TEPPER ¢

We recently reCONNECTED with the Teppers.
When Paul first came to WOLBI Jeju, we never
imagined he’d end up serving with Word of
Life in Austria—let alone preaching at camp
there! After completing his second year at
WOLBI, Paul continued his training through a
Word of Life Cross-Cultural Internship. It was
during that time he developed a burden for
Austria. It’s so exciting to see how God is now
using this young couple!
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More reCONNECTIONS from the past! David Jin-Il Kim and Toby Tae-ho Lee stopped
by campus for dinner. Both were students during the early years of SYME Korea and
are now serving as pastors. It was especially encouraging to hear Toby share about
his church’s weekly ministry to the homeless—what a blessing!
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PRAISE REPORTS

¢ 5/10 Momentum Day Camp had 30 campers and a really great
challenge from the Word of God!

¢ Abby has already CONNECTED with 17 new potential guest
professors.

¢ We still don’t have a Japanese applicant for the fall, but some staff
are in Japan right now CONNECTING with pastors, promoting the
BI and international camp.

¢ The day we left church to go to the conference, one of our young
interns was able to lead a man to Christ after the service. He is
now being followed up in a Bible study group!

e It looks like we have 20 of 28 students registered for this fall:)
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PRAYER REQUESTS

¢ Rhonda will be traveling to TX to help with her mom’s care
June 7-23.

e June 14 the final Momentum Day Camp for this school year.

e Summer Camp Registration is open. Please pray for 180 camper:
the maximum we can accommodate!

e Two key staff roles to be filled for the fall: Academic Assistant and
Asian chef.

¢ Please continue to pray for 1 Japanese student for the fall.
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In Korea, we celebrate Parent’s Day on May 8, focusing on honoring the elderly rather
than having separate Mother’s and Father’s Days. This year, we decided to share the
love of Jesus by giving simple manicures at our village’s Elderly Community Center.
Several young staff women and female students were excited to CONNECT with the
unsaved in this unique way. Armed with manicure tools and homemade muffins, we
headed out! Surprisingly, none of the elderly ladies had ever had a manicure. Having
lived through the Korean War and spent their lives farming, they weren’t sure what
to expect—nor were we! But it turned out to be a fun time. Though we hoped a
student could share her adoption testimony from Ethiopia, that didn’t happen. Still,
we sang a blessing song hefore leaving, which clearly expressed God’s love. Today, I
visited one of the ladies and had the clearest opportunity yet to share about sin,
righteousness, and judgment. God opened the door in a special way to CONNECT those
dots. Let’s keep praying!
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Some CONNECTIONS are fun and some not so fun. Right before we had to leave for the
conference one of our foreign students had an attack of diverticulitus. This meant that
she and Rhonda CONNECTED in a unique way during the hospital stay. She is better
now. PTL! But on the fun side one of our staff began a sports ministry in an effort to
CONNECT with unbelievers through local churches! (Coming home from the hospital)
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World Leadership Conference

May 12-21, 2025 @ WOL Florida Conference Center & Bible Institute
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The conference was truly a time of CONNECTION:

e With the Lord, through the powerful ministry of speakers like Dr. Mark
Yarbrough from Dallas Theological Seminary, along with long-time friends of
Word of Life, Pastor Phil Moser and Dr. Joe Stowell. Their messages were deeply
challenging—God especially did a work in Rhonda’s heart.

o With our leadership, Dr. Don Lough and Kris Stout, as they shared their vision
and passion for the future of the ministry.

e With our regional teammates from across the Pacific Rim. We’re grateful for the
strong, supportive leadership both in our region and in Korea.

e With friends, both old and new.

o With family—we loved spending time with Mike and Alicia, Chris and Beth, and
their children.

e And as a couple, nursing each other through a 24-hour bug, and then enjoying a
sweet moment of rest and beauty during a layover in Calgary, visiting Lake
Louise.




